











Early Dismissal

When leaving school prior to dismiss-
al or being picked up at dismissal,
students must report to the office to be
signed out by a parent/guardian or an
adult the parent/guardian designates.
This requirement is to ensure the safety
and well-being of your child.

Homework

Homework is a vital part of the total
learning process. Grade-level practices
are communicated to students during
the first week of school.

Investigating
School-Related
Incidents

If an allegation is made that an employ-
ee was exhibiting poor performance
and/or engaging in misconduct (which
could include an allegation of child
abuse/neglect), a School Division
Employee Relations Specialist or other
administrator could decide to interview
one or more students to obtain

pertinent information. In appropriate
circumstances, an interview(s) may
be conducted jointly with the Virginia
Beach Department of Social Services
and/or law enforcement personnel.
School Division administrators are
not legally obligated to obtain parental
permission before interviewing a
student. Virginia law permits law
enforcement personnel and/or child
protective service workers to interview
any child suspected of being abused

or neglected and/or siblings without
first obtaining parental consent.

Late Arrival

Students arriving at school late must
report to the office to be counted in
attendance before going to class.

A note from the parent explaining
the reason for late arrival is required
and an adult must sign the child in
at the main office.

Minute of Silence

School Board Regulation 6-16-1 states
the principal of each school shall
establish a daily observance of one

2017-2018 ELEMENTARY HANDBOOK Virginia Beach City Public Schools 25

minute of silence in each classroom.

News Media Coverage

At various times during the school year,
news media representatives may
photograph or videotape students in
incidental news coverage. If a student
is not to be interviewed on school
property by the news media, a signed
parental consent form is required
(2017-18 Media Opt-Out Form).

Parent Acknowledge-
ment Form and

Supporting Documents

Parents/legal guardians will receive a
Parent Acknowledgement Form during
the first week of the school year. This
form is for parents/legal guardians

of all students or for students who

are already 18-years-old enrolled in
Virginia Beach City Public Schools.
Please return the form to your

child’s teacher.



Recess

The schedule and specific types of recess
are site-based with each elementary
school providing students with regularly
scheduled recess as part of the physical
education program.

School Pictures

The School Division arranges with a local
photography studio to have individual
and class group photos taken. Funds
generated from this activity are used

to buy various supplementary materials
and equipment for the school.

School Planning Council

Each school has a School Planning
Council consisting of staff, parents/
guardians and community members
who meet several times a year. The
council’s mission is to develop and
assess school improvement initiatives.

School Regulations

Guidelines have been established to
maintain an effective learning
environment and to provide for

the safety and well-being of students.

School regulations apply in the school
building, on the school grounds, while
traveling to and from school and at any
event where the school is represented.

For the safety of students, fundraising
activities which involve door-to-door
solicitations by elementary and/or
middle school students are prohibited.

Students are to comply with the
Code of Student Conduct.

Students may not bring personal items
such as toys, radios, microphones, etc.,
to school without permission from
the teacher.

Responsibility for loss, damage or theft
cannot be assumed by the school.

Chewing gum is not allowed on school
property.

Animals, other than animals used to
assist individuals with disabilities, may
not be brought on school property

without prior approval from the school.
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School Visitors
and Employees

VBCPS welcomes parents and visitors
in our schools. In order to protect in-
structional time, parents or guests who
wish to meet with an individual teacher
or administrator are asked to schedule
those appointments in advance. As part
of our safe schools practices, all visitors
and volunteers are asked to check in at
the desk inside the main entrance. Each
guest’s ID will be scanned in order to
print a visitor’s badge which includes the
person’s photo, name, time of arrival and
final destination. As an added security
feature, the scanning process includes a
cross reference to the national and state
sex offender registry. All visitors are
required to wear their badge while on
school property and sign out at the front
desk as they are leaving the building.
The School Division reserves the right
to ban or put a limitation of access

on any person who poses a threat

or disruption to the educational
environment. Trespassers are subject

to legal action. School buildings and
grounds are smoke-free at all times.



Student Conduct/
Disciplinary
Consequences

The School Division's Code of Student
Conduct is distributed separately during
the first week of school. It contains
specific information concerning behavior
which will not be tolerated, disciplinary
consequences and expectations and
rights of students. Both parents/
guardians and students should read and
understand its contents thoroughly.
Disruptive students who interfere with
the educational process and/or do not
comply with regulations and procedures
are subject to administrative action.

Student Portal

Elementary school students have access
to the Student Portal, an online resource
that supplements coursework and
promotes student proficiency in the use
of online collaboration tools. Students
with access to the Student Portal are
provided with a student site, which offers
permanent file storage space for the
duration of their enrollment in VBCPS.
Student Portal provides teachers the

opportunity to extend the classroom
through the use of class sites and can be
accessed by students from school, home
or any internet connected computer by
visiting their school’s website. Students
are encouraged to use this resource for
their electronic file storage needs and
as a means of interaction with teachers
on class websites.

Textbooks

Free textbooks are provided for use
during the school year. If parents/guard-
ians prefer to buy new texts for students
in first through fifth grade, order forms
are available in the office upon request.
The school does not sell or buy used
texts. Students are expected to care for
the books they receive. Fees may be
assessed for damaged or lost books.

Transfers

Parents/guardians of students withdraw-
ing from school should contact the
office at least two days prior to the last
day of attendance. This allows time for
completion of records, return of books
and completion of the transfer form.
Parents/guardians may pick up the

2017-2018 ELEMENTARY HANDBOOK Virginia Beach City Public Schools 27

Student Yo 'eCOIx( FRTAL 20
L 5

transfer form from the office on the
student’s last day or it may be sent
home with the student upon request.
All accounts with the school should
be settled prior to the transfer. Upon
request from the child’s new school,
the previous school will send the
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Notice of Non-Discrimination Policy

Virginia Beach City Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex,
sexual orientation/gender identity, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition, disability, marital status,
age, genetic information or veteran status in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. School Board policies and regulations (including, but not limited
to, Policies 2-33, 4-4, 4-6, 4-43, 5-7, 5-19, 5-20, 5-44, 6-7, 7-48, 7-49, 7-57 and Regulations 4-4.1, 4-4.2, 4-6.1,
4-43.1, 5-44.1, 7-11.1, 7-17.1 and 7-57.1) provide equal access to courses, programs, counseling services,
physical education and athletic, vocational education, instructional materials and extracurricular activities.

To seek resolution of grievances resulting from alleged discrimination or to report violations of these policies,
please contact the Title VI/Title IX Coordinator/Director of Student Leadership at (757) 263-2020, 1413 Laskin
- Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia, 23451 (for student complaints) or the Section 504/ADA Coordinator/Chief Human
Resources Officer at (757) 263-1133, 2512 George Mason Drive, Municipal Center, Building 6, Virginia Beach,
Virginia, 23456 (for employees or other citizens). Concerns about the application of Section 504 of the
~ Rehabilitation Act should be addressed to the Section 504 Coordinator/Executive Director of Student Support

- Services at (757) 263-1980, 2512 George Mason Drive, Virginia Beach, Virginia, 23456 or the Section 504
- Coordinator at the student’s school. For students who are eligible or suspected of being eligible for special
education or related services under IDEA, please contact the Office of Programs for Exceptional Children

at (757) 263-2400, Laskin Road Annex, 1413 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia, 23451.

Alternative formats of this publication which may include taped, Braille, or large print materials
are available upon request for individuals with disabilities. Call or write Toni Bembridge,
Virginia Beach City Public Schools, 2512 George Mason Drive, P.O. Box 6038,

Virginia Beach, VA 23456-0038. Telephone 263-1088 (voice); fax 263-1260;

263-1240 (TDD) or email her at toni.bembridge@vbschools.com.
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